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nh 4. Haide „ . eb n all maks Enown thy - : 
| truth. | The Lord uur rad to fave * „ © 
T'is'a grand peculiarity of the eres 
writings that they are 10 welt © Adapted 
deo een Ratiwand condition of our lives, 
as to adminiſtet proper "relief ” to each, 
and contain a "Compleat © treaſury | of "al 
neceſfiry knowledge,” and cotnfort. : 
This obſervation, does not appear Kod 
evident upon one branch 6f Ckriſtian expe- 
rlence, the great duty of gratitude, in any 
ben er the Bible, than from the words be- 
fote us; which are 2 part of that thaukful 
ſong, ſung upon the recovery of Hezekiah 
from his affliction; the propriety of adapt 
ing which, to ſuit the deſigns of this day, 
is a perſuaſion with me that will not be 


5 GY, ſo plainly anſwer the 
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dents, , are paſſed over 
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| ſpecial RES and iatention of the wo} 


> es, I. am moreov 


ver convinced. 


can be no doubt, at leaſt, in this 


3 other parts of 
the inſpired writings, this ſtands as penned 


aforetime for our inſtructi ion; tho' indeed 
it is matter of much lamentation, to ſee 


the rde diſinclination, toward what 
old Teſtament: and one | 
great. reaſon. which, may be, aſſigned for 


is ſtiled the 


our ſo little profiting by it, is, we are too 
apt to read, as if we were no ways inter- 


| eſted therein; we rarely make the caſe, we 
T read our own ; nor are we equally careful 


to! improve, ſo much by the hiſtorical, as 


by whas we call the more ſpiritual part, of 
divine revelation ;. and. therefore, ſome. of 


the moſt excellent, and intereſting inci» 


W ·˙·˙·˙ a0} 4 ot; od 


The memorable event now undet con- 


fideration, contains a leſlon, which if taken 
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wall ts vious conneQions, will be found 
highly condueible to sur profit; not 
indeed by mere reflection only} on che 
affliction, and recovery of this royal! 
ſufferer, which may be the - common 
Jot- of all mankind, . of every order, = 
degree or age; but when we- conſider the 
great appointment, the unſeen hand that 
directs the minuteſt cireumſtance, towards 
advaricing one glorious ſcheme; when 
wie ſee the unparalleled [ readineſs; - and 
compaſſion of merey to hear, and heal 
diſtreſs, and what end it is to anſwer for 
the creature; as well as for the great 
| Creator; theſe views will ſetve to elevate | 
our minds, and form them into more proper 
and juſt ideas of him, in whom we e 
5 move, and haye gur bejng, | .. T 
Oft this illuſtrious: ſuſererand che . = 
pal ſubject of this hiſtory, I may venture to 
affirm; allowing for the imperfections be- 
longing to human hature, he was as great, 
and as raluable a King, as ever fat upon 
the 
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the throne of Iſrael; er in ulis enn - we 
miſtake, ſince the; holy ſpirit hath: been 


pleaſed to give us the following teſtimony | 


concerning him. . That he truſted in 


the Lord God of 'Iſracl, ſo that after him 


was none like among all the kings of 
Judah, nor any that were before him; for 
he clave to the Lotd, and depatted not 


from following him, but kept his com- 4 
mandments, which the Lord commanded 


Moſes." Such is the high commendation 
given of him, and one founded upon un · 
erring truth; an encomĩium too, ariſing 


- from his noble dependance upon God 
which raiſed his honor higher, than any 


thing that his throne, or his 3 


ſucceſſes could give him. 


The l in which he met with 1 
afflifgon may not be unworthy our parti- 
cular notice; which happened "as the 


Jewiſh: hiſtorian informs us, in boſe days. 


| {ta e was Hezekiah fick unto 
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3 Ae een tothe - 
had lately taken place, prior to his af. 


fliction; and means, no doubt, that juſt at 


© the very ſeaſon he was celebrating bit 


ſucceſies, and rejoicing in the conqueſt 


| he had obtained over the Aſlyrian mo- 
 "narchy;* for che hand of the Lord had 
5 wrought a great deliverance for him, that 


then it pleaſed him in the very ſame moment 
to lay his liand upon him. How great a 


truth does this exemplify; a truth prov'd_ 
by many, that we are Hever nearer to af · | 


fliction than when we have met with 


ſome ſignal ee ee ee 


which, we find in the hiſtory of Moſes, 


brother in Soon e the een 
e ut! Beit ene 22 
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who having juſt received ons af the high- | 
eſt teſtimonies of divine favor, i in being 
; admitted on the mount to converſe with OT 
God, dem hade he no ſooner deſcended, 
than he finds all Iſrael, with Aaron his 


g e 55. 
ebe tory" as ä — 


And do which Ifaiah alludes, is this; Hene-· 


kiah who came to the throne at an carly 
petiod of his age, diſoovered no ſmall de- 
gree of zeal, for the glory of God, and 
although ſo bad a precedent, as was ſet him 


by his father, and the no leſs bad juſtruc- 


tion, which was giyen him by Urijah the 
prieſt, under whoſe. tuition we may ſuppoſe 
bim to be brought, up; he howeyer no ſooner 8 
aſcended the throne, than he began to re- 


form his kingdom; pulled down the al- 
| tars, and deſtroyed the groves, and idols; 
among which too, he brake in pieces the 


brazen ſerpent, although it was of divine 
inſtitution, yet becauſe it had been abuſed 


to idolatey, he ground it to powder. 


While he was thus engaged, Sennacherib 


king of Aſſyria, makes a ſecond attempt 


upon kis dominions, and determines to lay 
fiege to] etuſalemʒ in conſequence of which 


he ſends a very threatening and inſulting 
letter to Hezekiah, whereat he appears 


r 


* 


| (9 75 
nn "EP 
ſues ſuch a meaſure as did no leſs honbr to 
- his wiſdom than his piety: and what HHj,ẽ e 
us it? did he call and appeal to a:council | 
of war, in order to know: what ſtep-would 
be the ſafelt, and beſt to take, to preſerve 


| the dignity - of his crown, though it 


might have been aceoutted an actaof 
human prudence; did be lean, upon 8 


an arm of fleſn? No l for the inſult 


was offered againſt God, and in him 
| heinow'ſeeks his grand relief and refuge: 
he therefore takes the letter which 


was ſent to intimidate him, and all Iſrael; 
à letter ſo full of blaſphemy, that it dares 
defy even God himſelf, and thinking it no 


diſparagement to his high ſtation, he with 
Iſaiah the prophet, and very likely many of 
the devout Jews, ſpread the contents of it 
before the throne of Jehoyah;which received 
ſo gracious an anſwer, that! i in one ni ight,as 4 
hiſtory both ſacred, and.prophane declares h 
12 YI 1 0 1 there 


EY 5 ( 3 
e eee doftrajudns defotinr gifs | 
1 dred, and four ſcore, and five thouſand men 
when Sennacherib after a very inglorious 
manner, was obliged to eſcape for his life. 
And ſo great was the blow” now gives to | 
the Aſſyrian monarchy, which had ſo long 
tyranized gr, e as to n 
ecompleat overthrow. eee ©. 
Hence it is clear; — nt 
- always ſuffer his honor, or his people 
to be abuſed, although he may bear for 
a long time; for what 4 ſignal defeat 
was here? by means too in which God 
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diſplayed his great authority, fince an : 
angel went forth in the night and flew 
| them, when behold in the morning they 
” ©* were all found dead corpfes: and what 
* | true greatneſs of mind do e diſcover in | 
0 | Hezekiah, a greatneſs, which his humile/yEo 


A _dignifies, not cringing to a fellow worm, 
mm his diſtreſs like many of the ſons s 
Be, pride, while they dare explode all ſubmiſ- ' 
ES; -. ow to heaven, as mean and unmanly, 
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| bor "Or, 499 a finful diſtruſt of almighty | 
aid, fly before his enemy ; but with 'a 
|  hobleneſs, that had, marked moſt of h is 
io he appeals, an leaves the event 


to God. | 


have been the mote Ser in re- 


+ citing this occurrence at large, in order 


| to ſhew, that whether high, or low, all | 
| are alike the ſubjects of affliction; and 


not the bravery of actions, nor the daz- 
ng ſplendor of courts, neither in ſhort 


any excelleney, can give ſecurity therein: 

for diſcaſe can find as ready entrance 
inte the palaces of Kings, as the meaneſt 
f cottage, ſeeing God is no reſpecter of 


perſons, and of no one can it be faid his 
mountain ſtandeth ſo ſtrong, . but with 
infinite caſe Sora can e remove "0 


it. 


beg are the refle ions, which . | 
every day furniſh us with the experts 
ence . of; and as ſuch we do well to 


5 cultivate; ; although indeed the gay. 


C and 


- 


W TN ) 


and thouyhtleſs, may reproach it, as itt it 


would only embitter life ; but the fact is, 


wherher ſuch a view of things, does not 
beſt become us, in our precarious ſituation; | 


who have not the leaſt warrant, or affu- 


' rance of i day, an hour, or a moment; 3 
and whether ſuch 2 refle&ion, will not > 
better fit us to meer affliftions, and bear 


them when they come; and above all, to 


meet the great, and ſolemn change at death, 


and to appear in the preſence and ſtan 


before the bar of God; far better ther if 
we paid no attention to theſe great 
things ar all, but ſpent our whole life in 
purſuing every 92 — Yun with, 


N era 
1 ſhould: now have taken leave of the 


biſtory i in its primary ſenſe, in order to 


apply it to the buſineſs of this day, but 


as it may not be unprofitable on the pre- 


ſent occaſion, you will allow, and follow 


* in ant & fnalbrollticn, ** 5 
181 a5 


if 


7 * 


{'s) 
. great | man, while 


bearing the divine inflition ; and 
conſider What Was all bis  cantbly 
grandeur co him, when, he locked upon 
the whole in the light of a dying man, 
. going where he knew all GſtiuQion for 
ever wovld ceaſe, and the king ang beggar 


would ſtand upon a common level ;. 3 in 


| ſuch: a moment, What were his crown, 
and his daminions, which only ſhine 
| with, a, brilliancy for a mort ſeaſon here, 
| aud, then will he blended in one | undiſ- 


cinguiſhable, and final ruin. Could any 


thing give him ſupport. in ſuch a gene, 
any thing below ? No! for here. all fail ; F 
| nor indeed, docs he ſeek it in them, ſince he 


was better taught ; and having uſed Frith 


7 great ſucceſs, his intereſt ; in heayen, in a 
8 very tecent caſe; now he puts, it to the trial 


again, and prayer that general, and ef- 


* fectual remedy xhich had ſo lately obtain” 


eg an are ned aging returus with 
| 23 


4 


| CF: 
an anſwer, that cou Made: him * s 
joy. 
ö When he 4 the ſolemn ak 
_ 0 turned kis face to the wall ; probably 


looking toward the Temple, as in an- 
other caſe Jonah ſaid he would, who cried 
yet again will I look toward thy holy - © * 
temple Py a very beautiful alluſion to . 
great ſanetuary of relief, the Lord Jeſus. It 
As to the matter of his prayer we have i in the 
5 following words Remember now, o Lord, 
1 beſeech thee how 1 have walked before 
thee in truth, and with a perfect heart, and 
have done that which is good in thy acht; . 
and Hezekiah wept fore. ook 
I confeſs, when we confider the throne he 


addreſs'd, and the immaculate rectitude and 

| . purity of him that ſits thereupon ; as allo 
> -  whoitwas that addreſs'd him; that it was a 
man who in his beſt eſtate i is ſinful, and for 

his beſt ſervices which come infinitely ſhort, ® 


' F. they were to be weighed in the balance, 
| 1 7 


„ ( ho 


| is thergfore deferving of 06 good thing at GE 


K the hand of God; the prayer in this view 
has a very ſtrong ſpice of ſelf opinion ;yet 
when i it is confidered that nearly the ſame 
of Aanguage is uſed more than once by ano 
ther great example of noble ſimplicity, and 


Antogrity, ve may then ſafely conclude it to 5 


mean no more than an honeſt appeal, with re- 
gard to his intention, and motives, in hat- 
ever he had done towards purifying the 
temple, and his kingdom, he had 11 
to advance the glory of the Lord. 
Nor does it a little contribute to fork 
opinion, that favorable notice which it was 8 
pleaſed God to pay unto it: „ For the 
word of the Lord came to Iſaiah ſaying, - 
go ſay to Hezekiah, thus faith the Lord, 
the PoY 97 4 Dayid thy _ I have 


* Altovigh: Hesteb was: SPI fon of * 
Aas, yet, is be bers called the ſon of David, who- 
was one of the moſt pious of the Jewiſh monarchs, 
becauſe be cod in the ſteps of that illuſtrious pern, 
"6 9 2 ig" iq _xighteouſnels "Piven, mn ee 
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| by which degrees it was gong down,” 
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yy 0 6 ) 
heard thy prayer, 1 have ſeen thy, tears s 
Behold, I will add unto. thy, days, fifteen 
years; and I will deliver thee, and this city, 


out of the hand of the king of Aly ria; ; 
and I will defend this city. And this ſhall 
be a ſign unto thee from. -the Lord, that 


the Lord will do this thing that he hath 
Spoken. Behold, I will bring again 


che ſhadow of the degrees which is gone K 


down in the ſun- dial ꝰ of Ahaz, ten degrees 


backwards, ſo the ſun returned ten degrees, 


Then 


the Lord, the name ef his immediate perent, is not 
mentioned but David's which was more worthy, whoſe 


excellency he imitated, and on account of which 
he might be properly ſtiled his genuine ſon; for 


"Gn even blots out the very. mention of the 


wicked, while righteouſneſs makes a man memo- 
rable and honorable to the lateſt gegeration. 


© .* What great condeſcention was here! and fuch az x 
mes us what Jehovah will do when our truſt is in 
him, whoſe perogative alone it is to a. tet the eftabliſh- 
ed laws of nature: How far indeed the retrogade mor | | 
tion of the ſun in this place mentioned, may differ 
941. IS from 


( 17 * 


Then follows, the writing of bless, | 
King of Judah, when he had been ſick, 


and was recovered of his ſickneſs: in which 


connection Rand the words I hve ſelected | 
| upon this occaſion. The writing, or ſong | 
of praiſe, certainly bears the ſtrongeſt marks 


of a mind that had been deeply diſtreſs d, 


tho” at the fame time maintaining Aa ſteady | 
| reliance on God 3 an experience not un- 
| ulbal in "the wha, wi; in proof | 


e 2nd, ah whereof, 


TO £ 


ome anni er 1 
It is certain, that the ancients had a knowledge of 
the planetary fyſtem, and often improved It to high 
ava" Among whom, what 'forbids the 
thought that the royal Hebrew was ſo acquainted, 
when we look into chat fine paſtaral in the th Pl. 
wherein he ſo admires the great appointment, reyo- 
lution and order of the coteſtial Bodies: but whe- 
ther he beheld them with che eye of a philoſopher 
or not, this is certain; he did: with che eye of a 
chriſtian, im which light were they more attended 
to, then would it not be found that men admire 
che works, e the * 
* 


\ - 
R N . - 
4 . 
, , * 
„ . . 
+ = 
bl - 1 . ” * 
* - . 
* * * % y = 
* 
*% 
. 


63 


e what a fine thought, 2d Jo 
dependance is that, ſpoken by one who 
was once the greateſt man, in all the eaſt, f 
though ſuch was the.pleaſure of God, for 
wiſe purpoſes, to deſtroy his ſubſtance, | | 
and cut off the hopes of his poſterity, 
and in one mournfal day, to bring the 
great Prince, from his palace dowh to the | 
dung-hill; at which he replied with all ſub. 
miſſion, * though he flay me, yet will 1 
truſt in him; ' aud again, when Aaron =; 
q 358 ſtroke loſt both his _ who were 
p off before his eyes, 5 in a grand 4 
I | . | lence faw the juſtice the wiſdom, _ 
ia | and ſaid not a word, not a murmur fell 
from his lips; tho not to multiply exam- 
* of this, let us go on to obſerve, that 


So exceedingly. diſtreſſed was Hezekiah, 
"i | as to conclude he ſhould be cut off in 
i Fo the midſt of his days, and from the exe - 
| cution of all his deſigns; he thought that 
no more ſhould he ſet upon his throne, nor 
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enter again the ſanctuary: Ah! Hela. 
choly reflections ] but What then? c Is the 
handef the Lord ſhortened, that it cannot 7 
fave * „e his ear heavy that it cannot 
hear?“ or; eis any thing too hard fot 


the'Lord ?* cettainly not! Nor of this 


did he doubt, for we have ſaid lie prayed, | 


yes, full of grief he cried; O Lord, I 


am oppreſſed, undertake / for me.” A. 
petition, that ſurely e could not have been 
heard falling from the 155 p of ſuch diſ- 


treſſed dignity; without being borne to the 


. . throne, in ardor faying, Lord, un- 
dertake for bim.“ Jehovah did, and in 
ſuch a manner, as gave ' riſe to thoſe | 


genuine ſtrains of gratiruge, we find in 


the text, the living, u he mall 

praiſe thee, as I do this day.“ Yo 822451 
It may be proper to remark, that this 

| great anxiety is not to be ſuppoſed to ariſe 

from any foar of a future ſtate; but having 


yet no ſon, into whoſe hands to reſign te 
government of his kingdom, and his heart 
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certain, who in à review of ſervices done, 


4 


iss lo nm Gt ypon raiingit o che bich 
eg puch of true happineſs,and honor; beſide 
may it not be added, where is the good man 


to be found, tho his final acceptance may be 


and juſt expecting a final audit, but at that 
moment, might find reaſon to adopt the 


pialmiſt language, ſaying, O ſpare me, 


that I may recover ſtrength before. 15 0 


henee, and be no more.” 


However, to confine the fubjea no 3 


to Hezekiah; let us draw a parallel, the 


agreement of which, will, I hope, be ſome 


"apology, for having dwelt ſo * upon its 


primary intention; and 

Let us aſk then, was Hezekiah at the head 
of A fourithing empire---rendered illuſ- 
trious by many interpoſitions of heaven? 


| was he a great patron of truth, piety, and 


benevolence ; and a ſovereign endeared to 
his people by every poſſible tie; was he 
too, laid on the bed of affliction, while all 
Jeruſalem were oloathed, as in ſackcloth, 
With their harps hung ypon the willows, 


L. 4 1 
bb nd x p60 er Hitt e f f . 
quires then but a moment's reflection upon | 
2 late providence, to prove the agtedttiett 
berween Great Britain, and Jetufalech, But 
which I forbear to repeat to you, on'this 
happy day. We will therefore giwe thanks to 
God, that if we have been afflicted like 
Jeruſalem, we have now caufe alſd for tti- 
umph, in the reſtoration of a' ſovereign, 
whoſe value is far above any eulogium that 
I can make. And who, con ſidered either as 
the huſband of an amiable Qgeen, or the 
father of an illuſtrious family, or the pol · 
tical head of a happy and proſperous nation; 
yea in a character far higher, as the! de- 
fender of our faith, is deſerving our great 
veneration and eſteem; | and for whom, 
Since our prayers” have been heard, 
let us go on to aſk; that long may he live 
t ſhew his: regard to the honor of 


the divine government; and promotion of 

evory civil, and religious right of men, 

ragather with his royal Conſort, out 
great 
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great Mother in Iſrael, that every bleſſing | 


may. deſcend. from, aboye, to.crown their 
moral excellencey and endowments, ſo 
that when, their, days , ſhall'be. numbered 
vpon garth, they may be tranſlated: to 
chrones in the kingdom of the Lord pf 
Lords, and, King of Kings; aud er which 
period, of removal, ſhould then the preſent 
heir. ſurvive, that God may grant him. 


to aſcend the throne of thꝭ nation, inherit 
ing evety bleſſing, of ſo; worthy examples, 


and long may he ſway: theBritiſh ſceptre in 
honor and peace; and when thrones and 


kingdoms are Here no more, that then the 
royal houſe may have an enterance into 


that re _— ſhall never fade Tha . 

Wan mall now: Savors to ali a 
few things to your reflection, which I hopes 
will contribute to your joy; and direct Wy 


it to that proper centre which mow: never | 
dcs be loſt ſight of, And 


6 | 
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Let us then in the firſt. place Aamir F 


hand of providence; that there is a providenca, 
is certain, ĩt would be atheiſficalto deny it. 
| It would be a moſt reſolute oppoſition, to 
all found. reaſon, conſcience, conſideration, 
and every, degree of moral virtue, with 
Whatever illuſtrates the true dignity of our 
| nature, in ſhort, it is to deny the very ex- 
* a2 eee oy every. thing 
O69, cant $440 3 Heines 


i 


+ The verſ 3 *. ts r 


over human actions, but a blind chance, indeed o 
ſhocks the underſtanding that the mer} menden a 
it carries its own confutation -: For certain it is, 
take away providence, and all religion is at _ once | 
removed : "than which no conſequence. can be 
plainet, and more conchufive': Since if there be no 
God, that preſerves, and governs the world, there 
is no God that made it; and if there be no God, 
wherefore is religion ? why our bibles, our aſſem- 
blies, our devotions, our ſabbaths, and our ſacra- 
ments ? for theſe muſt be all ap unmeaning parade, 
if he regards them not. And to go a ſlep further, 
if there is no inſpection made, then a8 4 judge 
WIL Ix 8 


( 34 ) 
ſonalleſt ee duſt to the ade 
cherub around hi throks; he Ulenttirthe 
lily in all its native grandeur, and the 


ferds :; yes, the very hairs of our head are 
all numbered, ſo that not one can fall 


to: the ground without his Grerelger per- 
. nor (to borrow the language of one) 
is- ſuch à care inconfiſtent with his 
an to watch over the works of 
his of on hands, neither is the tran- 


quility of his mind diſturbed®, by ſuper- 
| intending the almoſt infinite variety of 


events that come to paſs, which, with. 
ſuch conſummate wee are fo adjuſted 
28 

he is 2 > with reverence do I ſpeak it, 


and. obligation. becomes imaginary, and delufive, 
MR of * are worde without | 


meaning.“ 
* With regard S che 
u of the divine mind, it is an obje&ion - 


- 4% 


* i K's. CE 


* = £4 


| e 
* _ as not 10 ſuperſede the general laws of 
nature, the liberty 1 er 
Nee ee e 


founded 2 e - 
God. Since as an infinite ſpirit he cannot be ſubject 


to lafſitude, or diſtraction. Se, wok, | = 


f 


i + Was ef as, ee Ns 5 
of the will is eflentially neceſſary, to conſtitute | 
| the morality or immorality of actions: : or man cannot 
be a ſubje& of moral government ; and is no more | 
'» intifled to reward and puniſhment, than the brute | | 1 
animal, which js moved by inſtinct. And accord- | wo 
1 ingly Atheiſts who deny ſuch a freedom, allow 
of no moral evil, but excuſe, and juſtify every 77 | 
kind of conduct upon the ground of fatal neceſſity ; 
but as nothing i is more certain on one hand, than 
chat man is a reaſonable, an accountable creature; | 
| ſo on the other is it equally certain, that there is a ; 
1 providence, which ſome way or other, ſuperintends LY 
and over-rules the conduct even of free agents, 3 
ſo as to ſecure a certainty of events; tho” perhaps 
we can no more reconcile the two propoſitions, than : 
m_ either of n and which 3 is one demon ſtra- "al | 
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A Becauſe, be who bas appointed them, fo 
1 | holds every inſtrument in his hands, that 
ture, he can turn their. paſſions and the 
deſires of their hearts, to fulfil his own 
righteous. will, and work ſuch effects in 


Human affairs, which, to us ſeem merely 
N IS caſual, but. to > Him © certain and n 4 


| Of which great variety of proofs might 
8 de cited, that ſhew too, its uniform, ſteady, 
1 and untemitting courſe, ſuch as ſerye 
to enoble and elevate the human heart, and = 
| exalt our ideas of the ai e and 5 


dominion ! 


* 1 2 7 


And to ſuch . a government, . as may 


be made plain, is ſo loudly proclaimed, by 

univerſal nature, and clearly and ſtrongly 

n aflerted, by the ſcripture, it is our great 

| wiſdom to ſubmit; for far be it from us 
eee eee oe Rena at 
tion among many of the e of our powers. 
A humbling conſideration ſufficient. to mortify the 


pride of man, and check the boaſt, 1 petulance of 
reaſon. 


een ien which ir wo 200 
not caderſtand, muſt anſe from tlie ige 


are not made rich, nor the humble made 


honorable, neither the good man freed 
from afflictions, *that no one > can be certain 
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rance that is within us; let us go rather 


into the ſanctuary, wich the pious Plmiſt, | 
RT enquire of the Lord, who is ever,” as | 
5, 5 ready as he is able, to reſolve the dee 
Wich ariſe from an humble appeal. There 
ve hill learnwhat Paganphiloſophy could 
: . never underſtand, the m reaſon” bf 


changes, and afliQtions, | on oh 
Wo ſhalb then fee, that if the charitable 


6-0 A of 


* © Providence, it is true, may appear involved in 
darkneſs. As it often ſeems to condemn virtue and 


crown injuſtice; to leave ingocetice to groan in 


Glence, and to empower guilt to riot and triumph 


in public. The wicked rich man fared ſumpruouſly 
' every day, Lazarus deſired in vain o be fell with 
the crumbs that fell from his table. St. Paul was 
executed nnn; ow "OO on S | 
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_ that the temptations attending proſperity, . 


A throne princes, and lay the honors of 


ta) 


= of retaining ſuitable difpatitions,. under N 


either of theſe circumſtances; and what 
melancholy experience has often proved, 


are iufinitely more difficult to overcome. 7 ny Rh 


than thoſe which,/attend adverſity ; ſince 5 Eo 
it has been found, that the man who, 1 
has triumphed over perſecutions, and di- . i 
| treſs, has fallen a prey to * o pride, Juxury," 155 


and intemperancd. 


So far indeed 8 3 its pode | 5 3 
* juſt deciſions, let us adore them, be- 5 Ts 
_ cauſe, ſhould it pleaſe him, even to de- 4 


royalty 


throne. And to ſay all in a word, Jeſus Chriſt 
| was born in a ſtable z and Herod lived, and died 

in a palace. But à day will come when Lazarus „ 
will be indemnified, and the rich man puniſhed ; 
St. Paul will be rewarded, and Nero will be con- 
founded; Jeſus Chriſt will 611 a throne, and Herod 
will be covered with ignominy ; innocence will 

be avenged, jullice ſatisfied, the majeſty of the lays | 
repaired, and the rights of God maintained Y 
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men dare reply whe with him alone reſts 

| the prerogative of huren au healing. 
bor the bringetly 19, f Reck up again? 
2196 ach vp the bor out « of: che duſt, aud 
| ie up. the beggar 


+ 5 eee e happen, but his hand is 


* 


be © 3 
9 * or 
. 9 5 
1 
* 


therein, directing all things, e ven the very 
— man, to anſwer the grand Pe 


of his moral government; | 


2 . is derived to us a very 
ſieaſonable inſtruction, it is, chat there can 


be no affliction too deep, or difficult, 
for his hand to deliver from; aud what a 


happy proof of it, does the buſineſs of ' 


. the day remind us of; human wiſdom 
and ſkill, however excelling, and ſucceſg» 
fully they may have been employed, yet 


From "ae dunghill, 
I 3 ber thera( among Pfngge od to make 
fit the thrgns of glory.“ Nor 
can there 'be-a deli ef ours fruſtrated» 
or bleſfing With held, nor can any 


at. 


all nature bows. 


will * Kall, IE, e ET . 
withdrawn for, alas l bat is then the r 
whole materia medica , let all its art attend, 8 a 7 HA 
diſeaſe ſtill will baffle.; But when ; Jehovah 1 „ 
18 pleaſed to work, as: 'he often. does in a Is; Do | 
extremity, Jeaving al}. to ſuch « period, 99 | 
ſhew that hüman aid, unaſſiſed, by. * _ 
is: vain ; and to engage « A proper Uepen- £7 | 
dance upon his Well ; then he dif- SHS - 
plays his infinite 8 and power, 5 5 I 4 
not more in the work that is done, N 1 
than by the means employed: for he on¹j⁴ r 


ſpeaks the word, 9 at chat in, e 
Fro Ns 


| Jews, with whom it was a cuſtom; not 


unworthy modern inutation ; they ſet up 


monuments of extraordinary deliverance, 


in order to revive in their memories, 


the great bleſſings they. bad receir- 


ed. | 
Nearly 


955 adh des 0 Wis l be 
bo in which, we earn to e e 
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i? - 3 bechaße ene. * truth that comes 


MY 
ASP; 


to us with greater evidence than this, yet, 
5 none ſootier forgotten. For what is there 


= known, but? it paſſeth away ; where are 


_ "the kin don which once flouriſhed, and 


NE ; : now bear Aiftinguithing a place of honor 


in hiſtory, as Egypt, Greece, aud ancient: 


6 5 5 Rome? theit glory is -departed ;- and! 


where are the men who have filled. the 


25 . World, with the greatneſs | of their 


e names and ad ions? but now the ſubjects 
oc death's ſolemn, and ſilent kingdom: 


how juſt then is the concluſion of 
the prophet, when in a ſtriking figure 


of human frailty he cries, © All fleſh is: 
graſs, and all the goodlineſs thereof, is 
as the flower of the. field ;* ſince though 
it may poſleſs ſome little beauty above, 
yet has not a grain more certainty, than 
the meaneſt blade of graſs; for as ſoon 


y> 
* 
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ing given ſo 4lluſtrious a proof of . «7 1 


mand our moſt ſincere and grateful ac- OY 85 


of flattery may draw the ſtate of mankind, 


which is intended for joy and praiſe; 


oy 


E 935 a "IE HS. 85 | 
as the mower: cometh; 2 . B d- 
tinction, but by one ſweep of ee 3 5 


3 


levels them together on eee 2 '1 
* 4 # 


2 
9 


But leaving his digreſſion (if fo 1 it may pee 
be called): let us thank the Lord, for hav :- 


. 


divine Providence, in the perſon-.1 of our 
Sovereign, aud continuing: among us N 85 45 
high an example of its acknowledgment e 

to have ſuch a pattern, does indeed de. wy : 


15 75 
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knowledgments; for however the e 5 
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let us not diſſemble, we ſure can ill ſpare 
it, if we look around us, upon that liber- 
tiniſm, and ſcepticiſm, the great propha - 
nation of the ſabbath, and every ſacred |, 
rite; to which catalogue too I wicht | 
go on to add, but I am unwilling to 

turn this ſeaſon into a day of reproach, 


we 


"example 40 advantaged as it is, by a ſolema 


5 ae, and great recovery, will ſtill 

. | = dF | 5 

N more illuſtricuſly ſhine in piety, true reli- | 
= GT. Sionz and every moral excellency, to 
Ts os 1 X . their - recommendation ; and the bearing 

4 WO 5s 2 


down that general diſſipation and great 


1 Junconcern of divine things. 

9 5 WM. . 
12 2 Let us likewiſe be thankful to God, 3 . 
5 N 2 * that happy unanimity in the grand council | "of 
2; 2 of our nation, that now all fear and * 
3 oy? * 3 
r difference ſubſides, about tarniſhing the 
= Ee 
$8 $4.5 lory of theBritiſh, conſtitution, and the con- 
Os *. ry | 
„ Bos | troverſy of right to ſucceſſion has expired 


in much. a manner, by our King living to | 
- bold yet the reins of government. As to 
what that difference was, or who was right, 
3 . It is not my intention to diſcuſs; ſince could 
"Lever fo accurately, I might only be deemed 
to have forgot the place in which Iſtand: | 
no! it belongs not here, for though we 
4 x are 
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our ines) 1 to teach i ctr en, 3 


and lead them to reflect upon whom . „ 

they are one day to be accountable for their I | 
high commiſſion ; © likewiſe to be thavWfyt /* * 
or his proſpering all their conſultations; dc 15 5 
the advancement of his own glory, and ou 5 
trueſt intereſt, yet the provinet of this, 25 64] 
place, is in higher things 7 we are to ell 
of another difference, more dangerous far, . 
even that between God and man, as alſo: ALY 1 | 


how i it may be ſettled ; that there is none ge 
other name under heaven given,among men 1 . 


. whereby we muſt be ſaved,” but the name of 


Jeſus ; and in pointing out which, ſhould 5 
ſmall digreſſion be made from a point, or 
a due degree of earneſtneſs be diſcovered, - 
HY is hot to be thought unpardonable. Fo or 
as Appelles the Grecian painter, cou "Mm 
reply in anſwer for the pains he took 


an finjſhiog a, piece, Pingo in & lernum, I 


1. 22 


paint for eternity; ſo may I fay I am [ 
. preaching, you are hearing, and we are e all 
aQtin g for eternity, 


And 


/ 


| ( 35 ) 
And let us not forget on this day, to 
be thankful for the liberty, we ſo largely 
| enjoy ; by liberty I mean not, whatever 
has been affixed to the term; but that 
| which as Britons we can boaſt of; not a 
| lawleſs liberty, the reproach of any nation 5” 
but that wherein the honors of the crown, | 
and the privileges of the people are inſe⸗ 
parably united; and on account of which 
we may ſay, we are without example, as 
- riſing ſuperior to ancient as well as fur- 
Tounding nations; for no nation enjoys 
ſo well conſtituted a government, ſuch 


equal laws, and able and upright mini- 55 


ſtrations; but as a greater bleſſing ſtil, how 
valuable foever are our civil rights; let us 
be thankful we have ſuch toleration, in our 
facred concerns, . fo that we may thin 
and judge for ourſelves ; ; what people can : 
be more highly favored, (for notwithſtand- 
ing ſuch limits are a reproach to human 
nature, ſuch governments there are.) And 
it may be worthy our remark too how gra- | 
e e in all reſpec has been 
„ 


b G 
i | WO AE | 
_ :-- - riſing, to look back to that diſtant pexiod 


of time, when Julius Cæſar landed upon 
EY the Britiſh iſland ; what but darkneſs, and 
| | barbarous inhumanity, overſpread the un- 
' explored, and uncultivated ſpot. And 
again, at the time the great Alfred ſueceed- 
ed, when the light of liberty began juſt 
to dawn; which ever ſince has been 
emerging, though with frequent oppoſi-,, 
tions, eſpecially to invade the rights of 
| conſcience ; it nevertheleſs . has with 
encreaſiug ſplendor ſhone, unto this glo- 
rious and auſpicious day, and now is urg- 
ing forward with the. ſame freeneſs,' with, 
which/it firſt enlightened us, to enlighten 
our fellow mortals, whom it finds in no 
greater ignorance, or uncultivation than it 
P did us; and who knows but ſoon the | 
| F power of policy will ceaſe to contend® with 
the glorious cauſe of humanity, and many, 


4 not only here, but in a better world, may 
= wiſe o hes de eee 


1 : M neden hav hun ww" 
| | the pas of te old Toltmsnt far th hen 
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"ie Gp eee you will allow 
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8 


| ©.» 
dach den "are © th Vlaſfngs we 


me now to finiſh the ſubjeR, by recom- 
mending to you in the firſt place; as"a 


| neceflary, caution, to take heed that our 


praiſes are offered up, with a ſingle eye to 
the honor of God: the expediency of ſuch 

an obſervation will appear only upon a 
ſurvey of the human mind, which is ſub- 
ject to praiſe every thing before God ; ; hay, 


| _ every thing but him; not that I am to be 


underſtood to mean, that honor ſhould 5 
not be paid to whom honor is due; no! 
but that God may be the great object of 


our gratitude ; let all ſuch, whether em- 
Ployed about the & of our rg 


fs 
DRONE EEE OI 
be ſaid that thoſe were times of ignorance 
which Jehovab winked at, and that many things 


found under that diſpeaſzion cannot be admiſſible 
and juſtifiable under the preſent, becauſe of that 


glorious. light of truth and liberty which now 
mines, and ſo fax exceeds what they _— 


* to 240 


* 


(38 


or the government of his nation, that have 1 


done well, be remembered among the cir- 
cumſtances which diſtinguiſh this bleſſed 
era; only that we mind all proper diſ- 
tinction be preſerved between divine a- 
gency and human ; for it were ungrateful,it 
- were unjuſt, and altogether diſingenuous, | 
| to permit good ſervices to paſs. into ob- 
livion ; yet let it be reminded, that as 
it is Jehovah who bleſſes and puts 
all honor upon inſtruments, we ought 
in every thing to ſay, ©** Not unto us, O 
Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name give 
glory, for thy mercy, and thy truth's ſake.” 
Again, let us be careful that our gratitude 
is laſting, not the triumphs of a day, nor 
. a week, nor a year, but the whole of 
our lives; let it be rational and reli- 
gious, not according to thoſe feſtiye riots, - 
mere like inſanity than ſound ſenſe, but 
let us rejoice with trembling, well conſi- 
dering how ſoon oyr joy may be turned 
into ſorrow, eſpecially if therein we forget 
to regard the great author and divine diſ- 


( * 
oF poſer. of all things 3. let us not teſtify. our 
expreſſions in mere outward acts of public 
joy, but in an uniform obedience of the 
| heart, to every divine command ; fer 
which we ſhall find . a -momgntary need 
of dependance; becauſe not all the circum- | 
ſtances that may happen, however ſtriking | 
and great, nor yet all the moſt ſolemn 


engagements we may put ourſelves under, 
will bind our ſacrifice to the horns of the 


altar, no! we muſt call upon the Lord 


chat he may bind it, ſince it may, and 
ought to be remembered, for our convic- 
tion and caution, that after Iſrael had been 
favored with ſome of the moſt ſignal diſ- 
plays of mercy, when as with one 
voice in a great aſſembly, all were agreed 
by ſolemn vow, to regard Jehovah's ſta- 
tutes ; tho' after they had ſo miraculouſly 
eſcaped from their enemies; by the water 
dividing to let them paſs; in forty days they - 
mw all their 3 and were again 
departing 
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-- ks . -- 
— —— — — — 


— — — —— 


% 


* 
— ee 


1 . a 
— 


— 
1 
o 
co — — 2 — 1 Li 
* 
= * 
- * 


—— b — — — « 2 — 
an 8 
* 


| 
Li 


——U—föũñ) 2 —Eͤ -—_ 
% 


2 
. 


Cw) Ms 
departing to their beſetting crime of ido- 


try; nor can any thing flatter us into a 


better opinion of our ſelves, that we are 
not in ſo great danger. 
For even though ſo. good and great a 
man as was Hezekiah, the memoirs of 
whoſe life we have already ſeen, were ſo 


illuſtrious for piety, zeal, for a reformati- | 
on, and glory and importance both at home 


abroad, yet he did not eſcape the ſad in- 
fection of ingratitude, for alas ! this 
is recorded of him, that he rendered not | 


again to his divine benefactor according to 
the benefit done him, that his heart was 
lifted up, and when the Ambaſſadors from 
foreign courts came to congratulate bim 
upon his remarkable deliverance, inſtead 
of pointing to, and adoring the hand that 
wrought it, he ſhewed them all his trea - 
ſures; which pride and ingratitude paſſed 
not without ſome evidence of divine indig- 
nation, for there was therefore wrath upon 
him, and upon Judah and. Jeruſalem. But 


0 4% 5 50 
2 2 cence eg: bis b dl let 6 
keep our eye upon the hand from whence | 
every good proceeds, and retain in our 
minds a juſt ſenſe of our o.] weakneſs 
and unworthineſs ; let the bleſſing of this 
day be imprinted upon our memory, let ; 
the father tell to his children, and children 
to N to the lateſt poſterity. 

For what an inſtructing and venerable 
ſcene does this day exhibit, not but we havs 
had days of public thankſgivings, but 
they have been on account: of victory, in 
which much blood has been ſpilt, where- 12 
as the ſcene of this day ſets before us, 3 
fovereign at the head of his nation, bow. 
ing with all becoming reverence to ae- 

; knowledge the great ſuperintendanoe of 

: providence, and to expreſs if poſſible, the 
griteful ſentinients of his royal” mind. 
(like as we may ſuppoſeHezekiah did, ac- 
cording to his promiſe;) upon which great: 
act, To becomipg a and pious, may Jehovah 
| deign to ſhine, that" not only may he 
reap 
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Will for ever be pure und perſect: let us 
look beyond the greateſt days ot triumph. 
even thoſe in which an end of tranſgreſſion 


dead ane the . w buy 


oy; LET. and, love, and everlaſting | 


the ſhedding. of his 


ite nd 6G — 
reaſon to eee for ever tg, Þ 8 
the rene. 50 ; INT 2 
T0 3 be us inthe: 
laſt place diredt our views, where praiſe: _ 


* 
"x" 


was made; by the "Redeemer's great 
atonernent, as alſo when he aroſe from the | 


ſickneſs, pain, and death yy never 
be known, when all the faints ſhall. 
join together in one common ſong of 


thankſgivings to the 


good, to whom, with the Father and bed 
a ory nw n 


